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Which word/words tell the reader that the children are able 
to look after themselves? 
What do you think the word rife means? 

How does this story opening hook you in?



Story openings:

Common ways in which you can begin a story:

• Describing a character
• Describing the setting
• Beginning with an action
• Beginning with dialogue (talking)



Read the story openings on the next few slides and think:

1) What type of opening do you think it is?

2) How has the author tried to hook you in to the story?



When I was 
four months 
old, my mother 
died suddenly 
and my father 
was left to look 
after me all by 
himself.



Once there were 
four children 
whose names 
were Peter, 
Susan, Edmund 
and Lucy.



The hottest day of 
the summer so far 
was drawing to a 
close and a drowsy 
silence lay over the 
large, square 
houses of Privet 
Drive.



I’m going shopping 
in the village,”
George’s mother 
said to George on 
Saturday morning. 
“So be a good boy 
and don’t get up to 
mischief.”



It’s a funny thing 
about mothers and 
fathers. Even when 
their own child is 
the most disgusting 
little blister you 
could ever imagine,  
they still think that 
he or she is 
wonderful.



Remember!

The opening of a story should normally have:

An interesting, dramatic or exciting opening sentence 
using one of the opening components discussed

Information about the setting - where and when the 
story is set, with a little description about it

Character introduced 



Your task

• To write an opening for your story 
using at least one of the four different 
ways covered.

• Hook the reader in with a dramatic or 
exciting beginning.

• Help the reader to visualise the 
situation by providing a description.

• Give a little information about the 
setting.

• Story writing tips

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcVixTq06bA

